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1. DEFINITION OF GRAMMAR 

Grammar is the set of structural rule governing the 
composition of clauses, phrases and words in any given 
natural languages. The term also refers to the study of 
such rules; phonetics, phonology, semantics, morphology 
and syntax complemented by phonetics, semantic and 
pragmatic. The speakers of language have a set of 
internalize rules of using that language and these rules 
constitute that language grammar. 

The term grammar can also use to describe the rule that 
govern the linguistic behaviour. Grammar is a ways that 
words can be put together in order to make a sentence 
containing a noun phrase (subject) and verb phrase 
(predicate) expressing a complete sentence. 

SENTENCE - are the unit within which you express 
your thought, to write well and express your thought 
clearly, you must be able to construct simple, clear and 
grammatical sentences. The following groups of words 
are sentences: * Our English teacher is a woman 

* Our V.C. is a professor 

* Students prepare for their final exam 
Sometimes you may intentionally write a sentence in part 
of an idea missing; such a group of words is called a 
sentence pragmatic. A sentence pragmatic is a group of 
words that does not express complete thought. 

Example: 

* When he was taking breakfast 

* When she returned late last night 

* Because she refused the alter 


ELEMENTS OF SENTENCE: The sentence has to two 
major components; subject and predicate, 
i. SUBJECT- every simple sentence must have two major 
elements; subject and predicate. Subject is a person or 
thing that is talking about in a sentence. Subject identifies 
the people, places, things, ideas or condition which 
sentences focus, usually the person and thing is always the 
noun or pronoun. 

Features of Subject 

1. In most cases, the subject of sentences appears at the 
beginning of sentences such as: 

Your letter was received yesterday 
You and I are going to the market now 

2. The subject may consist of one word or more than one 
word 

He bought me some flower 
Grace threw the ball 
My older sister loves to swim 
Girls love dancing 
My summer vacation is too short 
My old black cat is sleeping on the floor 
Types of Subject - Subject is further divided into simple 
and complex subject 

The dog is barking at the cat (simple) 

The big black dog is barking at the cat (complex) 
PREDICATE - Predicate is always a verb. Predicate 
shows action, existence or possession. A predicate is a 
word or phrases that complete the thought of the 
sentences. A predicate consists of one or more verbs 
together with any modifiers and complement. It expresses 
action done by or upon by subject or tells what the 
subject is or what it likes. So in a nutshell a predicate is a 
part of a sentence following the subject. Examples: 

I live in a house 
He gave me ten Naira 
She loves books 
POSITION OF PREDICATE 

It usually indicates what comes after the subject in the 
above sentences. 

Differences between Predicate and Verb 

* The car stopped ( stopped is a verb, also a predicate ) 

* The car stopped by the side of the river (by the side of 
the river is a predicate) 

Both the sentence has the same subject, but they have 
different predicate. In the first sentence the predicate is 
stopped. In the second sentence the predicate is stopped 
by the side of the road. The most important part of the 
predicate is ‘ the verb’, that it expresses action of the 
sentence. Because, the verb is the essential part of the 
complete predicate. 

* The drummer looked for his music 

* My friends are never on time 



* Fatima reads her novels regularly 

* Ali hopes to complete his work soon 


COMPLEMENT 


Complement 


Object 

Direct Object Indirect Object 


Subject 

PredicaRTAdj. Predicate Nom. 


The sentence is made up of a subject and predicate, but 
some sentences need more than that require complement. 

0 DIRECT OBJECT: the one kind of the complement is 
called direct object, the direct object is a noun or pronoun 
that receives the action of the verb. It answers the 
question what ? or who ? after an action verb/word. 

* Amina learned her lesson ( what did Amina learn ?) 

* The dog bitten him ( who did dog bite?) 

Direct object can be compound, e.g. poems and story as 
in: * Lydia reads poems and story 

* The teacher questioned you and me 

0 INDIRECT OBJECT: The gorilla tossed me a coconut 
The subject of the sentence is the gorilla \ the ‘ tossed’ is 
the action , the ‘ coconut ’ is the direct object, because it 
tells what gorilla tossed’ in the action, but what about 
me? ‘Me’ answers the question to whom was the coconut 
tossed? The part of the sentence that comes by the direct 
object and tells ‘to whom ’ or ‘ for who ’ the action of the 
sentence is performed, is an indirect object. ‘ Me ’ is the 
indirect object of the verb. An indirect object is a noun or 
pronoun that comes before the direct object in a sentence, 
it tells ‘ for what’, To whom’ or ‘ for whom ’ the action of 
the sentence is performed. 

Examples: * Ibrahim gave him some money 

* Saratu sang her mother a song 

0 PREDICATE NOMINATIVE: is a noun, pronoun or 
adjective that follows a linking verb. It identifies, 
renames or describes the subject. 

Examples: * The cat is a good hunter 

* My friend is an excellent student 

0 PREDICATE ADJECTIVAL: is an adjective that 
follows a linking verb and modifies the subject of the 
sentence. E.g.: * The coffee is bitter 

* The weather has been wonderful 

* The orange smells nice and fresh 


(C) SENTENCES TYPES ACCORDING TO FUNCTIONS 
Traditionally, sentences have grouped in the four 
according to their function, namely: 
i) Declaration or statement ii) Interrogative or question 
iii) Imperative or command iv) Exclamatory 
I) DECLARATION OR STATEMENT - is a sentence 
that makes a simple straight forward statement as 
opposed the other functions and usually ends with full 
stop (.). Examples: * Weather is a little warm today. 

* He has done an excellent work. 

* Our team will play its third match tomorrow. 


* The earth moves around the sun 

* Abuja is the capital of Nigeria 

* Hausa is spoken in northern part of Nigerian 

II) INTERROGATIVE OR QUESTION - is a types of 
sentence that asked a direct question with mandatory 
question mark (?) at the end. 

Examples: * When did Mr. Smith arrive? 

* What happened to you? 

* Why Ahmad is not in school today? 

* When is your next traditional festival? 

* Have you ever been to London ? 

III) IMPERATIVE OR COMMAND - is a type of 
sentence used to give a command, make a request or 
inviting. It is of two (2) types: (a) Strong, and (b) Weak 

(a) Strong - ends with an exclamation mark 

(b) Weak - attracts only a full stop. 

Different between the two is the tone of voice of the 
speaker. For examples: 

STRONG WEAK 


* Get out of my class! 

* Stand at attention! 


* Speak louder please. 

* Ladies and gentleman, is time to stop 


* 


Stop writing! 


* 


Come close still 


- Inviting: have a seat 

- Pleasing: help us! 

- Suggestion: let's close on the day 
Requesting! shut the door please 


- Commanding: shut up! 

- Warning: mind the glass 

- Permitting: do what you like 

- Advising: take the night drain 

- Instruction: boil the egg 

- Expressing good wishing: 

IV) EXCLAMATORY SENTENCES - these are 
sentences that express strong feeling, in form of fear, 
surprise, anxiety, excitement etc. they are usually end 
with exclamation mark (!). Examples: 

* Oh my god! * Praise the lord! * What a way to go! 

* God is great! * Oh what a shame! * Wonderful! 

STRUCTURAL CLASSIFICATION OF SENTENCE 


In term of sentence structure, we can first make a 
distinction between major and minor sentences. 

a) Major Sentence: these are complete all senses. They 
contain the major part of the sentence, namely: subject 
and predicate. Example: 

* The students submitted homework today 

* Halima gave the book to her friend 

* The boy washed the clothes and ironed them 

The vast majority of the sentences in English are major 
sentence. 

b) Minor Sentence: in the other hand, while sentence are 
meaningful with that they lack one or more the essential 
component of the sentence; Example: 

* Salesman and saleswoman wanted 

* No smoking * Cars for sales 

The major sentence, further divided into complex non¬ 
simple sentence. 



1) SIMPLE - is a sentence, which contains one clause, it 
also make a single statement (that it has only one clause), 
and it contains only one finite verb. Examples: 

* She cooked the food * Men are working 

* Kabir kicked the ball * We heard his statement 

A simple sentence, many have subjects more than one; 
noun or pronoun, and predicate of more than one verb. It 
is essential to note that, a simple sentence can be a single 
word, especially command, e.g. 

* Come * Disappear * Dance * Stand * Go * Sit 
In such a case the subject is not expressed, but understood. 
These single words, which make up these simple 
sentences they are all verbs. Their presence lone in a 
group of words determine the presence of complete 
thought or sentence. Structure of simple sentence include: 

a) A statement: she works fast * her mother is here 

b) A question: does he work fast? * is her mother here? 

c) A command (include a request, entreaty etc): * come 
here at once * Let me do it * make him see the point 

d) An exclamation: * how pretty she is? 

Note that the simple sentence may contain a compound 
subject with a coordinating conjunction linking the two 
sentences together. The presence of such coordinating 
conjunction does not necessarily make the sentence the 
compound one. Examples: 

* Ahmad and Musa, are presenting the HOD at the meeting 

* Rice and beans is his favourite dish 

* Naira and Kobo represents the national currency 

B) COMPOUND SENTENCE - these are sentences that 
contain of two or more independent clause joined together 
by coordinating conjunction ox semi-colon (;). Examples: 

* Usman came late for lecture; but lecturer allowed him 
in, after consider his excuse as genuine 

* Maryam assaulted Idris verbally, so he assaulted her 
physically 

It also makes two or more statement or more clauses that it 
and has a corresponding number of finite verbs. Clauses 
are linked as such a way that each remains independent, 
that is retained a separate and equal. Examples: 

* She cooked the food and her children ate it. 

* Usman kicked the ball and take it back 

Compound sentence is made compounding or joining with 
two or more sentences into one, such clauses are joined by 
coordinating conjunction such as; and, but , or, nor or by 
proper punctuations such as comma (,) and semi-colon (;). 
Grammatical main point about the compound sentence is 
the present of two or more main clause. Examples: 

* I warned her but she would not listen 

* She came to our house and the two of us went to the market 

* / tried to phone my sister but couldn ’t, she then phoned me 

* We have complaint about our poor feeding, and we have 
been advised to keep calm. 


COMPLEX SENTENCE: a complex sentence has one 
independent or main clause and one or more subordinate 
clause. The subordinate is linked with main clause with 
subordinate conjunction. Example: 

* I ate all the food, because I was hunger 

* They arrived home when it was raining 

* This man who came to see you 

Complex sentence contains two or more clause; joined 
together by not just coordinating conjunction by used of 
relation words, subordination of some clauses and by use 
of semi-colon. Complex sentence implies complicated , it 
is ahead of simple sentence in term of level of difficulty. 
For example: 

* That lady who was robbed of her money by men of the 
underworld 

* The man who so gently in the interethnic war was 
honoured with chieftaincy title 

* The man whose close house was burnt down during the 
crisis, submitted claims at the secretariat of the judicial 
committee but was never paid any compensation. 

* 1 am certain that you would make it, if you try. 

Complex sentence which has one main clause which 
grammatically independent and able to stand alone at also 
has not more subordinate clauses; examples: 

* I told my friend how I felt that day 

Underlined sentence l how I felt that day ’ is subordinate 
or dependent clause. Subordinate clause joined to remain 
clause with: 

a) . Related pronoun (what, who, that etc). 

b) . Subordinate conjunction (after, although, as, because, 
before, since, unless, when, where and why). 

Dependent clause, functions as noun, adjective or as 
adverb. You can easily recognize the dependent clause by 
present of the any of the relative pronoun or subordinate 
conjunction. Examples: 

* As 1 come into the room, I saw a fat man 

* He will be going to the village today, because the 
meeting will be held today. 

SENTENCE PATTERNS (patterns = arrangement) 

Sentences have particular arrangement, according to 
which they are produced or written. The difference 
sentences arrangements are often known in grammar as 
sentence patterns. The following patterns are among the 
most common in English. 

PATTERN 1: Subject + Verb 

* Birds fly * We run * Girls dance 

* People die * Monkeys run * Candidates show 

PATTERN 2: Subject + Verb + Object 

* Haruna sold his bicycle * Dog eats bone 

* We ate the food * The man bought a book 

* He loves his children * The children killed the snake 



PATTERN 3: Subject + Verb + Complement 

* Hajara is tall * The newscaster is beautiful 

* The moon was bright * Susan became their leader 

PATTERN 4: Subject + Verb + Adverbial 

* She returned yesterday * 

PATTERN 5: Subject + Verb + Object (I) + Object (D) 

* The teacher lent the student a book 

* Mother bought me a dress * My sister wrote her a letter 

* Prof. Saleh taught us English 

PATTERN 6: Subject + Verb + Object + Complement 

* We made Ibrahim our captain 

* They elected Buhari their president 

* The girls will appoint her the secretary 
PATTER 7: Subject + Verb + Object + Adjunct (Adv.) 

* The children held their party in the garden 

* They were taught good grammar last year 
PATTERN 8 : Subject + Verb + Indirect Object 

* Hassan believes in dreams * She stood by his side 

* The old woman lived on potatoes 

PATTER 9 : Subj + Auxiliary + Main Verb + Indirect Obi 

* Halima was praised by the principcd 

* A student was bitten by a snake 

* Our crops were flooded by the rains 

PATTER 10: Subj. + V (trans) + I. Obj. + I). Obj. + Phrase 

* Peter bought himself a new motorcycle 

* Ahmad presented Hafsat some flower 

* Asabe cooked her husband some potatoes 
PATTER 11: Subj. + Verb (trans) + Direct Obj. + Phrase 

* Hannatu sent gift to her classmates 

* The teacher gave hints to his students 

* The weather sent signals to the travellers 

PATTER 12: Subj. + Verb (trans)+ Phrase + Direct Obj. 

* John explained to me the possibility of coming 

* Teacher described to the class cdl the swimming technique 
PATTERN 13: Subj. + Verb (trans) + I). Obj. + Adv. Phrase 

* You removed your slippers away from there then close 
the door 

PATTERN 14: Subj. + Verb + Noun Phrase 

* What makes you behave like that? 

* What makes you think so? 

GRAMMATICAL & UNGRAMMATICAL SENTENCES 
A sentence that is grammatical in English means that is 
correctly produced either orally or written form such a 
sentence will have the following characteristics: 

a) As a subject which may be stated or understood 

b) A finite which may be agreed with a verb 

c) In cases of a transitive verb the appropriate subject 
UNGRAMMATICAL SENTENCE - is that which 
produce orally or in written form which does not obey the 
rule of grammar. In the ungrammatical sentence, any or 
several of the following could occur: 

a) The subject and main verb are not agree 


b) The tense may not be appropriate agree 

c) The auxiliary verb may be the wrong one 

d) Coordination may be wrong e) Wrong word order 
You should pay the special attention to the following 
terms in use of grammar: 

1. Grammatical sentence 

2. Correct sentence form 

3. Subject of sentence of sentence subject 

4. Main finite verb 

5. Agreement between subject and verb (concord) 

6. Ungrammatical sentence 

7. Incorrect sentences 

8. Violation of the rules of grammar 

SUBJECT VERB AGREEMENT - is the main 
requirement for a sentence to be grammatical, e.g. 

* Those boys drink orange juice 

* One of the students disobeys the teacher always 

* Those boys drinks orange juice 

* One of the students disobey the teacher cdways 

The above are both grammatical, and the second ones are 
ungrammatical. 

MAIN VERB AND CORRECT OBJECT CONDITION 

This is another requirement for sentence corrections. 
Here, it is necessary to note that a transitive verb most 
have an object with the sentence grammar to be correctly, 
for examples: * Hj? shall vacate next week 

* We shall vacate our school next week 

CORRECT AUXILIARY - is another requirement for 
grammatical sentence, e.g. 

* All the page have been recopiecl 

* All the page hay been recopied 

CORRECT CORDINATION FOR THE NON¬ 
SIMPLE SENTENCE 

* You better sit down or you like it or not 

* You better sit down whether you like it or not 

* Mary spoke to her own mother early in the morning 

PHRASE - is a group of words which doesn’t make 
complete sense. Phrases are small group of words within 
a sentence or clause. It can’t be analyzed in term of 
subject and predicate. A phrase doesn’t contain a finite 
verb. Phrase may consist of single word or more than one 
word. Examples: * At the bus stop 

* The tall man * Good enough * In front of 

* On the table * The penal * In the east 

* The pencil is on the table 

* There is useful garden in the front of the house where we live 
None of the above group of words forms a sentence, 
although it conveys an idea. It doesn’t express sense or 
complete thought. They do not have subject and 
predicate. Such group of words called phrases. 
POSITION OF THE PHRASES - here are some 
example of the difference, the phrases have made the 



difference position it can occupy, examples: 

* The mountain climber finally reached up the top after a 
long hard struggle |Endl 

* After a long hard struggle the mountain climber finally 
reached up the top [Initial] 

* The mountain climber after a long hard struggle finally 
reached up the top [Middle] 

CLASSIFICATION OF PHRASES - phrases are named 
after a class of word which have primary function within 
it. This function varies in types of phrases. In other words 
phrases are usually classified according to their central 
word, or head. Examples: * The boss made a mistake 

The phrase The boss ’ and ‘a bad mistake ’ are classified as 
noun phrases by virtue of having a noun ‘ boss’ and 
‘mistake ’ as head. On the other hand ‘made a mistake ’ is 
a verb phrase as its head is the verb ‘made’. The phrases 
can be called by the name of the word class which they are 
dominant constituency belong. We have the following 
type of phrases: (1) Noun phrases 

(2) Verb phrases (4) Adjectival Phrases 

(3) Adverbial phrases (5) Prepositional phrases 

(1) NOUN PHRASES - is a phrase in which the head 
word is a noun or pronoun. For example: * Tall man 

‘Man ’ is a head word, while Tall’ tells us something about 
‘ man/noun . ’ A noun plus its modifiers is called noun 
phrase. 

CHARACTERISTIC OF NOUN PHRASE 

1. The head word in a noun phrase can be pre-modified by 
articles, possessives, demonstratives, adjectives or 
combinations: 

a) a book, an elephant, the students (pre-modified by article) 

b) my sister, your writing, our home, their book (pre¬ 
modified by possessives) 

c) pretty dress, wonderful idea, easy question (pre-modified 
by adjectives) 

d) the pretty yellow dress, the great wonderful ideas, a 
short easy question (pre-modified by combinations of modifiers) 

2. The head in a noun phrase can be post-modified by 
adjective, prepositional phrases or clause. For examples: 

a) The plane boarding the president elect 

b) The book is on the table, the milk from the cow 

c) The lady I told you about [Clause] 

d) The house you wished to buy [Clause] 

FUNCTION OF NOUN PHRASES - noun and noun phrases 
perform basically the same function, the function mainly: 

(a) Subject of the sentences: 

* The big boy is my brother 

* The big fat boy is my brother 

* The big fat boy who leaves is my brother 

(b) As object of a verb/sentence: the object of the 
sentence is a noun or pronoun at which action of the verb 
is directed. It is the receiver of the action of the verb. E.g.: 

* Adamu broke the pencil * Emekci throws a stone at the dog 

* The teacher gave Ado a present 


VERB PHRASE - is usually made up a main verb and 
one or more auxiliary verb. It is only the main that is 
obligatory the other forms are optional, and that is why 
they are called auxiliary or helping verb. For examples: 

* Tunde has broken the pen * Tunde may have taken the pen 
FUNCTION OF THE VERB PHRASE - the verb 
phrases perform the same function as verbs. They serve 
as the verb element of the clause. The verb phrases may 
indicate the following: 

i) Future - Amina would go to the market 

ii) Conditional - Amina would go to the market if she can 

iii) The Perfective -Amina has went to the market 

iv) Progressive (Continue) — Amina is going to the market 

v) Negative Sentence - Amina do not go to the market 

vi) Emphasis Sentence - Amina did go to the market 

vii) The Passive - Amina went to the market 

(4) ADJECTIVAL PHRASES - is a group modifying as 
a noun or pronoun. An adjectival phrase gives 
information about the noun or pronoun which it modified, 
just as an adjective does. Examples: 

* The bird with a yellow beak was singing 

* The house by the stream is old 

* I love people with long hair 

Features of Adjectival Phrases - an adjective usually 
comes before the word it modifies. Example: 

* Adamu bought a striped shirt 

* Adamu bought a shirt with stripes 

(4) PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES - a prepositional 
phrases is phrases that begins with preposition and ends 
with noun or pronoun. So, noun is called the object of the 
preposition. The prepositional object formed a group 
called prepositional phrases, e.g. * Under the starts 

* Below the surface * Beside him or her 

* Near the house or garden 
Position of Prepositional Phrases 

a) At the beginning of the sentence 

* In all honesty we have run out of funds 

* In all honesty we have run out of funds 

* Around the house everyone helps with chores 

* At a later elate we will confront him 

b) In a middle of the sentence 

* The bird in the cage signs well 

* The man with hat is my father 

* The news of his death shocked everyone 

c) In the end of the sentence 

* Police caught the thief in the garden 

* We trust in God 

* Halima putted the books on the table 

(4) ADVERBIAL PHRASES - is a phrase that modifies 
the verb, adjectives or an adverb. Adverbial phrase 
answer the question; where? When? How often? to what 
extent? 

Example: * The plane flew to Enugu (where?) 

* We will see you in a week (when?) 



* Grace followed the directions with great came (how?) 

* Ade visits us every Saturday (how often?) 

* The dog ran high speed (to what extent?) 

Function of Adverbial Phrase 

a) Modifier of Verb: Ade solved the problems 

b) Modifier of Adjective: Emeka is very tall 

c) Modifier of another adjective: Hassan runs extremely fast 
CLAUSE - is a group of words containing the subject and 
predicate. There are independent and dependent clause (or 
main and subordinate clause). An independent clause can 
stand itself and make sense. But dependent clause cannot 
make sense by itself, but need main clause to make it 
meaningful. Examples: 


Main Clause 

Subordinate Clause 

* We abandoned the search 

* Call the police at one 

as it was getting late 

if you notice anything suspicious 


Characteristics of Dependent Clause 

a) Clause can stand on its own as separate sentence 

b) Clause may combine with another clause to a large 

sentence c) Each clause of the sentence 

d) Finite verb is a form of the verb which is limited by 
tense, form and agreement of person and number 
Feature of the Clause - features that make-up the clause 
are as following: 

a) Clause has a finite verb which has any sense 

* Dr. Mukhtar buys a new car yearly 

* Nobody know the answer to the question 

* Children often cry to school 

b) Clause can be part of a sentence or the entire of sentence 

* Mohammed played well during the game 

* Balkisu’s father bought the house which he repainted 
The first sentence there is only one clause which is 
Muhammad played well (during the game) which is phrase 
also been described separate from the clause. In the second 
sentence there were two clauses; which are Balkisu’s 
father bought the house; which is he paint 
POSITION OF THE CLAUSE - The position of the 
clauses in the sentence is not fixed, the clause can be at the 
beginning, or middle or end of the sentence. What is 
important is that, the clause must contain at least one finite 
verb. Therefore, the position of the finite verb can be used 
to trace the portion of clause. Once the finite verb is traced 
out correctly, the subject of that clause can also be 
identified. This is been as earlier stated the finite verb 
agreed with subject of the clause. For example; 

On Sundays, the church opens early 
Joseph resigned his job after the probe 
No student knew the answer until after three days 
In sentence one; the sentence is at the end, while in the 
second and third it appears at initial. 

TYPES OF SUBORDINATE CLAUSES AND THEIR 
FUNTION - Subordinate clause performs similar function 


of word classes (part of speech) within the main clause 
each these named after the word class. So, three types of 
subordinate clause, these are: Noun Clause, Adjectival 
Clause and Adverbial Clause. 

NOUN CLAUSE - it occupies the position similar to that 
of noun subject, object and complement. Noun Clause is 
a dependent or subordinate clause that does the work 
of a noun in a sentence. A noun clause generally 
functions as the subject or the object of a transitive 
verb, complement of subject, object and preposition. 
It always answers the question “what?” when applied 
to the transitive verb of the main clause. 
CHARACTERISTICS OF NOUN CLAUSE 

1. Noun clause occupies the position similar to that of 
noun clause 

2. The entire unit can be replace by one or two words of 
the clause 

3. There is usually a finite verb link with noun or pronoun 
with clause with standard as subject 

4. Noun clause stands at the beginning of the clause 

5. The verb with the clause agrees with subject, while 
noun agrees with verb in the larger sentence. 

Noun clause usually introduce by that, what, who, 
whoever, whoever, whether, why, then. For examples; 

That he turned down the offer surprised everybody 
Ql. What the grammatical name given to underlined 
expression? = Noun Clause 

Q2. What is its function in the sentence? = The subject 
of verb (surprised) 

FORMS OF NOUN CLAUSE 

a. TH-Clause (or that clause): He says that book is good 

b. WH-Clause: What he says is good 

How he did it was miraculous 

c. -ing Clause (or gerundive/participial Clause): 

Saving the truth is good 

d. to- Infinitive: To say the truth is good 
NOMINAL CLAUSE CAN FUNCTION AS: 

a. Subject of a verb in another Clause 

1. What the man did is very bad 

i. The grammatical name is nominal clause 

ii. The grammatical function - it is the subject of the 
verb, “is” How the man died is a complete 
mystery 

b. Object of a verb in another clause 

2 . I don’t know what we are doing here (“what we are 
doing here: is the object of the verb “ don 7 know) 

3. Kola insisted that he was going home (The noun 
clause “that he was going home” is the object of the 
verb “insisted”) 

c. Complement of Subject 

4. The point is what caused the fire (“What cause the 
fire” is a subject complement. It complements “the 
point”) 



5. The most important thing is how to get him {“how to 
get him ” is a subject complement) 

d. Complement of Object 

6. She made her husband what she liked {“What she 
liked” is complement of object “husband”) 

e. Complement/Object of a Preposition 

7. It depends on where he wants to so {“Where he wants 
to go” is a complement or object of the preposition 
“on”) 

8. They are liable to what happened yesterday {“Where 
he wants to go” is a complement or object of the 
preposition “on ”) 

f. Appositive 

9. My original question, why he did at all, has not been 
answered {“why he did it at all” is in apposition to 
“question”) 

ADJECTIVAL CLAUSE - is also sometime called a 
relative clause. It does the work of an adjective. That, it 
functions to modify/describe a noun (just as adjective 
does or a pronoun) it is often introduce by any of the word 
(relative pronouns); that, who, whom, whose, which, 
and compound words such as (and occasionally used 
other words such as whosoever, whichever and whatever). 
The adjectival clause must go as near as possible to the 
noun it describes, examples: 

1 .1 like an orange that is good 

2. This is the man who/that killed the snake 

3. The pen which I bought has broken 

4. She knows the place where they stay 

5.1 know the day which she travelled home 


Main Clause 

Adj-Clause 

Grammatical 

Function 

1.1 like an orange 

that is sweet 

it modifies 
“orange” 

2. This is the man 

who killed the 
snake 

it qualifies 
“man” 

3. The pen has broken 

which I bought 

it qualifies “pen” 

4. She knows the place 

where they stay 

it qualifies 
“place” 

5.1 know the day 

when she travelled 
home 

it qualifies “the 
day” 


c) Adverbial Clause - does the work of an adverb. That 
is, it modifies a verb, adverb or an adjective. There are 
various types of adverbial clauses: Time, place, manner, 
reason, purpose, condition, concession, cause, and 
frequency etc. Examples: 

1. When I woke up, it was raining (Adverbial clause of 
time, it modifies, “was raining ”) 

2. The accident occurred where three roads meet 
(Adverbial clause of place) 

3. He sang as if was sad (Adverbial clause of manner) 

4. He died because he was stabbed 

a. What the grammatical name? Adverbial clause 

b. What is the grammatical function? It modifies the verb 
“die” in the sentence. 


5. The examination was tough, though I passed very well 
(Adverbial clause of concession, it modifies “was tough”) 


* I listen to music in the car (adverbial phrase) 

* I listen to music in while I’m driving (adverbial clause) 

Features of Adverbial Clause 

a) The clause usually goes in front position or end 
position 

* If you like, we could play cards 

* We could play cars if you like 

A comma is more usual when the adverbial clause comes 
first. It is possible but less usual for the adverbial clause 
to go the middle of the main clause. 

b) The order of clauses depends on what is new and 
information. We usually put the important 
information at the end of the sentence. 

I arrived about ten minutes after the start of the meeting. 
I was late because Don was telling me his problems. 

Here I was late relates back to ten minutes after the 
start. The information about Don is new. But now look at 
this example. 

You know how Don talks. 

Some adverbial clauses are non-finite: 

* While driving I listen to music to pass the time 
Clause of time: It hurts when I laugh 

Clause of reason: I bought this boat because it was cheap 
Clause of purpose: 

He wore dark glasses so that no one would recognize him 
Other adverbial clauses 

Sue parked the car where she had the day before 
No one else spends money the way you do 



